
WINEMAKER’S NOTES

“I like to describe this wine as effortless. 

The grapes grow on a site that practically 

guarantees quality, the wine expresses 

itself very clearly and consistently, and 

the dark, rich fruit aromas, plush tannins 

and smooth, soft finish make it an easy 

choice to enjoy on any occasion.” 

VINTAGE 

•	 The 2015 vintage was one of the warmest growing seasons on record in Washington. 

•	 Warm temperatures continued through the spring and summer, moderating slightly 

into fall and extending an early harvest. 

•	 Overall, 2015 saw very favorable growing conditions, producing optimal ripening 

across varieties and yielding outstanding wines throughout the region. 

VINEYARDS

•	 98% of the fruit was sourced from Cougar Vineyard in the Wahluke Slope,  

a warm region known for ripe, jammy reds and complex Rhône based varietals.  

The remaining 2% was sourced from Upland Farms in the Yakima Valley. 

•	 Our most northern growing area, the Wahluke Slope is bordered on both the west 

and the south by the Columbia River and to the north by the Saddle Mountains.

•	 Of all areas that seem to mimic the climate and soils of the Rhône Valley, our 

Wahluke Slope does a great job, producing Rhône varietal based wines of strength 

and complex character.

WINEMAKING

•	 Ripe grapes were destemmed and thoroughly sorted on a new grape receiving 

system that softens tannins and improves mouthfeel and varietal expression.

•	 Daily gentle pumpovers helped extract optimal flavor and color during 

fermentation and a variety of yeasts helped maximize complexity.

•	 Aged in 44% New American Oak and 56% Neutral American Oak  

for 18 months.
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TECHNICAL DATA

TA	 0.51 g/100 ml

pH	 4.09

Blend	 100% Syrah 

% Alcohol	 14.6%

Cases produced	 432

2015 Cougar Vineyard Syrah  
Wahluke Slope
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