
WINEMAKER’S NOTES

“The grapes for this vintage came off of 

the Horse Heaven Vineyard, from our 

oldest block of Grenache. These are 

knarly old vines, planted in 1978, that 

sit on an easy south slope, and face the 

Columbia River. I love visiting these grapes 

all season (Grenache is a late ripening 

variety), with the amazing view of the 

river and Horse Heaven Hills all around. 

And the grapes are pretty nice too!”

VINTAGE 

•	 The 2013 growing season was warm and consistent, perfect for the vines to ripen. 

•	 Harvest started early in late-August and extended into early November as fall 

brought cooler temperatures. 

•	 The long, warm 2013 growing season resulted in beautifully ripe and balanced wines.

VINEYARDS

•	 Horse Heaven Vineyard is located in the Horse Heaven Hills AVA and adjacent to 

the Columbia River in Paterson, Washington.

•	 Planted in the 1970s, this is a moderately warm site, tempered by the  

Columbia River.

•	 This vineyard is characterized by gentle south facing slopes, sandy loam soil and a 

long growing season.

WINEMAKING

•	 Grapes were sorted with a grape receiving system and MOG (materials other than 

grapes) separation system that gets fruit to the fermenters in a more gentle and pure 

manner, allowing for better varietal expression and softer mouthfeel.

•	 Ripe grapes were destemmed, crushed and inoculated with a variety of yeasts for 

maximum complexity. Daily gentle pumpovers were used to extract optimal flavor 

and color and minimize harsh tannins. Every ferment is tasted every day to evaluate 

the evolution of the tannins, modify extraction techniques and find the right 

moment to drain the wine off of its skins. 

•	 Aged in 100% Neutral French Oak for 18 months.

Item #636 ©2016 Chateau Ste. Michelle, Woodinville, WA 98072

Ray McKee
Winemaker

TECHNICAL DATA

Total acidity	 0.58 g/100 ml

pH	 3.62

Blend	 100% Grenache

% Alcohol	 15.2%

Cases produced	 350

2013 Grenache

Horse He aven Hills
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