
WINEMAKER’S NOTES

“Imagine if a talent competition only 

featured winners? That describes 

choosing wines from Cold Creek Vineyard. 

Like an annual rendition of a classic 

ballet, each vintage brings new stars to 

the stage while filling in the corps with 

a mosaic of up-and-comers and vetted 

performers. This bottle’s final assemblage 

is a stimulating ensemble of 41% Cabernet 

Sauvignon, 38% Merlot, 12% Petit Verdot, 

7% Syrah, and 2% Cabernet Franc.”

VINTAGE 

•	 2012 was a return to the “classic” Washington vintage and a much welcomed 

change from the cooler 2010 and 2011 vintages.

•	 A warming trend began in late July and dry conditions through mid-October were 

ideal for fruit ripening.

VINEYARDS

•	 Planted in 1973, the south-facing Cold Creek Vineyard is a warm, dry site with 

high heat accumulation. 

•	 The low yielding old vines produce small clusters and small berries, resulting in 

intense varietal flavors and deep color. 

•	 Cold Creek typically is one of the earliest vineyards in the region to ripen. 

•	 Cold Creek vineyard is LIVE and Salmon Safe certified.

WINEMAKING

•	 Grapes were sorted with a new grape receiving system and MOG (materials other 

than grapes) separation system that gets fruit to the fermenters in a more gentle and 

pure manner, allowing for better varietal expression and softer mouthfeel.

•	 Daily gentle pumpovers were used to extract optimal flavor and color and minimize 

harsh tannins. The pumpovers can vary by block, tank and day of fermentation. 

•	 Every ferment is tasted every day to evaluate the evolution of the tannins, modify 

extraction techniques and find the right moment to drain the wine off of its skins.

•	 Aged for 22 months in 39% new French oak, 22% new American oak, and 39% 

neutral oak.

Item #178 ©20145 Chateau Ste. Michelle, Woodinville, WA 98072

KD Organ
Winemaker

TECHNICAL DATA

Total acidity	 0.55 g/100 ml

pH	 3.81

Blend	 41% Cabernet Sauvignon, 38% Merlot,  
	 12% Petit Verdot, 7% Syrah, and  
	 2% Cabernet Franc.

% Alcohol	 14.5%

Cases produced	 858
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